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3nd ANNUAL GOSPEL & AIDS CONCERT
 “I AM MY BROTHER/SISTER’S KEEPER: FIGHT HIV/AIDS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2012 

An Event Honoring

NATIONAL BLACK HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY: FEBRUARY 7, 2012 

February 7, 2012 is National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NBHAAD), a national HIV testing and treatment community mobilization initiative targeted at Blacks in the United States and the Diaspora. The focus is on education of Blacks about HIV, HIV testing to know your HIV status, the involvement of all people to work to end HIV/AIDS in our families and communities; and getting treatment if you are infected with HIV.

On Sunday, February 26, 2012, AIDS Partnership Michigan (APM) again joins this initiative with its 3RD ANNUAL GOSPEL & AIDS CONCERT: I AM MY BROTHER/SISTER’S KEEPER:  FIGHT HIV/AIDS.  This year’s concert will take place at Spirit of Hope, located 1519 Martin Luther King Drive, at the crossroad of three major Detroit neighborhoods, Corktown, Core City Neighborhood and Woodbridge.
 
“We are delighted to hold this year’s concert at Spirit of Hope whose mission embodies the very meaning of this year’s theme for National Black AIDS Awareness Day as a fully inclusive faith community seeking to empower people of all races, genders and gender expressions, sexual orientations, physical abilities, denominational or religious backgrounds, to serve one another as God has gifted us to do,” says Hank Millbourne, Associate Executive Director of AIDS Partnership Michigan.  “This year, like no other, we stand on the promise and hope of an end to HIV/AIDS because of recent bio-medical breakthroughs.  But moving beyond this promise and hope to create the reality of an end to HIV requires action.  It requires that we actively participate in educating ourselves and others, take action by getting tested,  insist on the involvement of Black people and other disproportionately affected persons in these new breakthroughs and that if we are infected, we get treated early.”  

This year’s theme of “I AM MY BROTHER/SISTER’S KEEPER: FIGHT HIV/AIDS” calls us to collective action, a shared responsibility and a renewed commitment to end this epidemic that disproportionately impacts Black communities.  While Blacks represent approximately 13% of the population of Michigan, they account for 49% of Michigan’s HIV/AIDS cases and in the Detroit metropolitan area, Blacks account for close to 69% of HIV/AIDS cases. Even more alarming is the annual 26% increase in the rate of HIV infection among young Black men ages 13-19 years for the past five years.

The event begins at 3:30 pm, is free to the public and features several local gospel choirs and performers. GOSPEL & AIDS: I AM MY BROTHER/SISTER’S KEEPER:  FIGHT HIV/AIDS is organized by AIDS Partnership Michigan in partnership with Status Sexy and Spirit of Hope. Free HIV rapid testing will be offered along with light refreshments following the concert.

For more information about AIDS Partnership Michigan, visit www.aidspartnership.org or call 313-446-9800 or 1-800-872-AIDS (2437) and visit Status Sexy at www.statussexy.com.
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